
 

Technical Working Group 
 

Tuesday 26th January 2016 
1330 - 1500 

 
Spitfire Meeting Room, Terminal, Southampton Airport 

 

Present: 
Iain McDermott-Paine (IMP)   (Southampton International Airport Limited) 
Dave Lees (DL)     (Southampton International Airport Limited) 
Godfrey Olson (GO)    (Eastleigh Borough Council) 
David Airey (DA)    (Eastleigh Borough Council) 
Neil Scott (NS)     (Eastleigh Borough Council) 
David Ingram (DI)    (Winchester City Council) 
Martin Lowe (ML)    (Southampton City Council) from 1345 
 

Apologies: 
Graham Salmons (GS)    (Flybe) 
Tom Watmough (TW)    (Southampton International Airport Limited) 
Jan Halliday (JH)    (Southampton International Airport Limited) 
Nigel Spence (NS)    (Southampton International Airport Limited) 
Claire Harrison (CH)    (NATS) 
 
Minutes – Shona Hogg     (Southampton International Airport Limited) 
 

Description Action 
Owner 

Welcome and Apologies 
Dave welcomed all in attendance to the meeting and apologies were recorded. 

 
Change of Chairperson 
DL indicated that he would be taking back the Chair of this meeting, he thanked IMP for his 
hard work over the last year and highlighted that IMP would be leaving the business at the end 
of March 2016 and thanked him for his work over the past years. 

 
Review of Previous Minutes  
NS hasn’t had a chance to follow up with Toby Ayling around whether or not he would attend 
this forum as he’s busy with the local plan at present but he will speak to him in the near future 
about whether he can attend going forward. 
 
Webtrak feature – IMP to check that it is live, it was likely that MG would have done this prior 
to his departure from SIAL on 22nd January 2016. 
 
Noise Pollution – IMP reported that SIAL had sought counsel from AOA’s working group who 
had advised that it would be irregular for SIAL to act against planning permissions within noise 
contours as we couldn’t object to planning permissions being lodged. As the legislation stands 
we don’t have any statutory rights to object on safety / noise concerns. We could put an 
informative on plans if we had concerns with height restrictions / bird hazard implications to 
suggest that it could impact but we couldn’t formally object. SIAL’s approach is in line with other 
airports. DI discussed the zoning at the end of runway (the public safety zone), IMP confirmed 
that planning wouldn’t be granted to build within this zone. 
 
GO asked if SIAL had experienced any further drone activity, this was discussed further in 
October’s Consultative Committee and covered off there. 
 
The minutes were agreed and signed off by those present. 
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Noise Statistics Review 
IMP reported that SIAL had seen a decrease of 44% in the number of complaints received 
during 2015 vs 2014 and a reduction of 34% in individual households. This also represents a 
90% reduction in complaints since 2010. 
 
IMP presented the end of year review of statistics which included tables which have been split 
up to reflect households to north of airport and households to the south. A copy of this review 
will be circulated with these minutes. IMP discussed the complaint which had been received 
about the Santa flight which involved a departing 757 aircraft on a Sunday morning. It was 
within the parameters in the 106 agreement and SIAL wasn’t unduly concerned by this 
complaint. 
 
DI queried the figures which were delivered in the tables and these may need adjusted prior to 
going to Consultative Committee. IMP to review and amend if necessary. 

 
Noise Action Plan 
Nothing to report in this section as a number of works still ongoing. No deviations occurring 
without justifiable reasoning, mostly due to weather and one owing to medical emergency 
needing to route in to SIAL.   

 
Update on Airprox Report 
IMP gave an update on the incidents which had occurred in July this information is now in the 
public eye. These incidents are becoming more common and losing their newsworthy status. 
In one of the incidents the pilot was able to see the drone clearly which highlights just how 
close it was to the aircraft. There is no evidence as to what sort of damage would be incurred 
to the aircraft if it had been struck. Police had tried to locate the source of this drone but without 
success. The second incident took place on the same day, it is believed to have been from the 
same operator. SIAL has a representative who is going to join a national working group on 
Drones to work together to see what can be done to mitigate these from happening in the future 
and agreeing the parameters which Drones can legally operate in. IMP praised the good work 
which Hampshire Police are doing around this area to be proactive in educating the public in 
awareness of these. DA feels this matter should be discussed further at the AICC in February. 
IMP suggested that it may be useful to have someone from the Airprox Board or from NATS to 
come to the Consultative Committee to discuss and deliver these reports in more depth at the 
meeting in February. IMP will look into this matter further. GO confirmed it would be prudent to 
keep Mims Davies MP involved, DL confirmed she is very supportive on this matter and it has 
been discussed in parliament. 
 

DfT Noise Guidance Update 
IMP reported that the government is going to be looking at the policies and guidance around 
noise from aircraft/airport. This will look at concentration versus dispersal. There have been 
noise trials at LHR and EDI recently investigating what impact they would have. The trials have 
experienced political pressure to finish early owing to the number of complaints being 
generated. The London airspace is going to be reviewed over the next 5-10 years and work 
has already taken place on this element. The VOR which sits on SIAL’s lands belongs to NATS 
and is due to be removed in 2018, SIAL will need to review its processes in 2017 ready for this 
removal. GO asked what effect it has on SIAL. IMP highlighted that it isn’t a huge issue for 
SIAL as we don’t have standard instrument departures, one of the departures does use it and 
that approach will need to be removed when the VOR is removed as the asset will be at end of 
life and procedures are being re-designed around satellite technology. Glasgow Airport’s VOR 
will be removed in 2017, as yet there is no confirmed date for when in 2018 it will be removed 
from SIAL. 
 

Any Other Business 

GO questioned whether any air quality management work was going to be done on airport with 
EBC? NS reported he had met with Tom Watmough and the work is underway but without a 
scheduled conclusion date although DL felt this would be before summer 2016. 
 
GO also asked about the rail consultation, DA reported how he had been involved in the 
response which Eastleigh Borough Council had submitted however there were a number of 
elements which SIAL is aligned with EBC on. DA reported that Arriva had decided not to bid on 
this occasion. The closing date for expressions of interest is fast approaching. 
 
DI reported there had been no come back to the Winchester Air Group about the MoU, the 
group is believed not to be in existence anymore.  
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Agenda Items for Consultative Committee – 12th February 2016 

DL felt that noise complaints would be reviewed. An update on drones will be given at 
the meeting also. DI highlighted he was interested in the DfT review on noise guidance 
but it was felt it was too early to raise it this year at the Consultative Committee. 
 
 
 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 24th May 2016 

1330 – 1500 
Spitfire Room, Southampton Airport 

 


